Draft Letter to the Editor

Adapted Form of Killion Letter
Reforming schools is challenging. Multiple innovations directed at the district, the curriculum, the test, the length of the school year, the community, etc., can make a difference. What makes the greatest difference, however, is the quality of teaching in classrooms.

Senators Reed, Obama, Brown, and Murray understand the importance of high-impact professional development and deserve praise for the legislation entitled School Improvement through Teacher Quality Act of 2007 (S. 1979) which they recently introduced.  The legislation makes key changes to NCLB in support of effective professional development and recognizes that quality teaching occurs when teachers and principals engage in daily, collaborative, rigorous, professional learning focused on the learning needs of students in their classrooms and schools as a part of their work day. 

Under this legislation educators will have time to learn and work together to deepen content knowledge, plan instruction, examine student work, address different student learning needs, clarify student learning outcomes, and use the results of frequent classroom assessments to modify instruction. Secondly, it will foster collective responsibility among educators for student and teacher success creating a perfect recipe for improved school performance.
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